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Abv(\)/trjwta{\‘ilsMrﬁ I?/IAS? Accessible Instructional Materials and the IEP

H'F'\./:'Asegfrvtvs On July 19, 2006, the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS) was

NIMAS Tech Spec published in the Federal Register at the Library of Congress by the U.S. Office of Special

v.1.0 (obsolete) Education (OSEP). With this official posting of the NIMAS, accessible instructional

NIMAS Tech Spec . L. . . e .

v.1.1 (current) materials have become part of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act

NIMAS Regulations of 2004 (IDEA).

NIMAS in IDEA 2004

FAQ "The purpose of the NIMAS is to help increase the availability and timely delivery of print

NIMAS Resources instructional materials in accessible formats to blind or other persons with print disabilities
:'ig;’;;g?egore in elementary schools and secondary schools" (34 CFR Part 300, National Instructional
Alternate Formats Materials Accessibility Standard; Final Rule, FR Doc. 06—-6340 Filed 7-18-06).
Digital Talking Books
Disability-Specific What this means for students, and, in this context, for those who are involved in the
Resources provision of IEPs for students, is that, effective July 19, 2006, publishers and other
onAng\ilrl\;z?; producers of print-based educational materials will be required to provide those materials
Glossary in alternate formats if necessary to meet the needs of individual students. Publishers, for
NIMAS 1.1 OPF Files example, will create NIMAS-conformant files of their educational content and deliver those
NIMAS Policy Brief, files to the NIMAC, a national file repository. They will then be downloaded and
‘S\FE’;E ég‘;‘j transformed by authorized users into student-ready versions and delivered to students via

e their school or teacher, etc.
Responsibilities

Assistive Technology

Aim Consortium Educators, administrators, and others may well be making use of NIMAS-derived

Primary Contacts for specialized-format versions of print instructional materials (Braille, audio, e-text, large

ANIMAS./L\:INIIQS print, etc.) for the first time in 2006. With this in mind, guidelines for suggested language for
ccessible

: individual students' IEPs is outlined below.
Accessible Textbooks

Accessible Textbooks . . . .
I Suggested Accessible Instructional Materials Language in the IEP
LEA Critical Role

Market Model State and local education agencies are encouraged to include language relating to a

Initiatives student's need for accessible, alternate-format versions of print instructional materials in
Content Development the IEP in order to ensure—

Authorized Entities

Conversion Services Access to General Curriculum(34 CFR 300.138(a) and 300.347 (a)(3)) Students with
gf;‘g‘fm'“'gfﬁff”es disabilities are to be provided access to the general curriculum with modifications,

Chart P accommodations, supplementary aids, and supports in order to make satisfactory

NIMAS Conversion educational progress.

Tool

Other Conversion "Supplementary aids and services"—the term 'supplementary aids and services' means
;00'2 et Imoort aids, services, and other supports that are provided in regular education classes or other
Nﬁ\jA?srine: mpo education-related settings to enable children with disabilities to be educated with

Math Resources non-disabled children to the maximum extent appropriate in accordance with section
Legislation 612(a)(5)" (IDEA 97's provision on least restrictive environment).

Textbook Adoption

Background Papers It is recommended that the IEP include a query such as the following:

States Survey

Grant Guidance Does the student require accessible, alternate-format versions of printed textbooks and

printed core materials that are written and published primarily for use in elementary and
secondary school instruction and are required by an SEA or LEA for use by students in the
classroom?

A query of this kind is designed to prompt the IEP team to consider each print-disabled
student's need for accessible, alternate-format versions of print instructional materials.

If a student with a print disability does need a specialized format, the IEP should specify the
following:
= the specific format(s) to be provided (Braille, audio, e-text, large print, etc.)

= the services and/or assistive technology the student needs to use the specialized format
= the individual or individuals responsible for providing the specialized format, and

= whether or not the format is required to be used in the student’s home or in another
setting in order for the student to receive a free appropriate public education.

1of2 8/7/08 10:23 AM



Accessible IEP http://nimas.cast.org/about/resources/accessible_iep

Last Updated: July 8, 2008
Bobby Home |About NIMAS |NIMAS Development & Technical Assistance Centers
508 APPROVED? ™ Site Map |Accessibility Policy |Privacy Policy |[Legal Disclaimer | © Copyright CAST, Inc. 1999-2008.
CAST 40 Harvard Mills Square, Suite 3 | Wakefield, MA 01880-3233 | TEL (781) 245-2212 | EMAILnimas@cast.org

The NIMAS Development and Technical Assistance Center, supported by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP), works with states, TA systems, disability advocates, national associations, technology experts, publishers and content
conversion houses to improve the timely delivery of high quality accessible educational materials to students with disabilities.The NIMAS Center
was launched on October 1, 2004.The project officer for both the Development and TA Centers is Bonnie Jones, Ed.D. Opinions expressed
herein do not necessarily represent the Department of Education's position or policy.
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